THE   LIFE   OF   JAMES   RAMSAY   MACDONALD

who were in a minority, and his supporters who were
thirsting to excommunicate "the patriots." Here the
delicate role of peacemaker, played by Henderson or
Thomas in the larger organisation, fell to him. At the
Conference of 1916, there was a resolution threatening
to withdraw support from Clynes and Parker,1 the two
I.L.P. Members of Parliament who were supporting
the Government. MacDonald rose, and gravely asked
whether the only test of Socialism was a man's attitude
to the war, and the resolution was abandoned without

being put to a vote.

*******

During the last two years of the war, a startling change
developed in the temper of the Labour Party, and in
MacDonald's relation to it. 1917 had opened gloomily
for him. Lloyd George was in the saddle, and Labour,
with Henderson in the inner War Cabinet of five, and
two other Ministers of Cabinet rank, was in full
co-operation with him. In January, though there was
trouble at the Annual Conference over the shop stewards
movement and the Clydeside deportations, the Party
declared itself unequivocally for the Government, for a
fight to a finish, and against the International. A little
later, the Executive decided to send delegates to a Con-
ference of Allied Socialists at Paris, and was then seizec
with sudden misgivings and decided not to. Everything
in fact appeared to be proceeding according to plan
And then, in March, came the Russian revolution. Fron
this tremendous event there flowed for MacDonald twc
distinct series of consequences, each of immense signifi
cance. One plunged him at first into a sequence o
grotesque and ambiguous episodes, which yet furthe
discredited him with the general public, and thei]

1 The LL.P. disavowed Parker -when he accepted minor Government offi<
in 1917.
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